Lesson 29! - Ecclesiastes 7 - Isaiah 16

The
JOURNEY
Trrouhhe Bille in 2 Year

The Holy One Confronts His
Chil dren

Biblical Truth

The Holy One of Israel will discipline and judge His children, when necessary, to accomplish
His purposes, not only for them, but for the rest of mankind. If Yahweh brought condemnation
against the children of Israel for their disobedience, believers today can expect no less when
we turn our backs on God and go our own way to please ourselves.

Key Verses

2 Thisis the reply of the Holy One of Israel: "Because you despise what | tell you and trust
instead in oppression and lies, ** calamity will come upon you suddenly. It will be like a
bulging wall that bursts and falls. In an instant it will collapse and come crashing down. * You
will be smashed like a piece of pottery — shattered so completely that there won't be a piece left
that is big enough to carry coals froma fireplace or a little water fromthe well." > The
Sovereign LORD, the Holy One of Israel, says, "Only in returning to me and waiting for me
will you be saved. In quietness and confidence is your strength. But you would have none of it.
(Isaiah 30:12-15)

Lesson Outline
(If your teaching time is short during your class period, focus on the underlined parts of this
outline to best accomplish the goals of the lesson.)

Introduction - P. 3
Transition - P. 3
Lesson from Isaiah
Isaiah 1:1 - Isaiah’s Historical Context - P. 4
Isaiah 7:3, 8:3, 20:1-6 - Isaiah’s Prophetic Context - P. 5
Isaiah 1-4 - |saiah’s Spiritual Context - P. 6
Isaiah 5 - Destruction |s Certain - P. 8
e Various- TheHoly Oneof Isradl - P. 10
4. Application- P. 14
5. Handouts- P. 14

wh -

Application

Yahweh desires His children to be holy and blameless, live a life of obedience to His teaching,
and honor Himin such a way that the non-believing world knows and under stands that our
holy God cannot tolerate and will judge sin.
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Lesson 29 - Ecclesiastes 7 - |saiah 16

Introduction

Today we enter the last magjor section of the Old Testament — the Prophets. Many
people think of prophets and prophecy in terms of predicting what God will do in
the future. Although that idea is not wrong, it does not do justice to the meaning of
both the Hebrew and Greek words, which includes much more than just predicting
the future. The Hebrew word for prophet, nebiy, actually means an inspired man
and the Greek word, prophetes, means to speak before (an audience). Theideaisto
speak by inspiration in either simple discourse or prediction. Help your students
understand this so they will keep a proper balance and focus during their reading
over the next two months. You might begin your discussion by asking your
students, “What is a prophet? What is prophecy?’ Biblica prophets didn't just
preach doom and gloom, nor did they just preach the coming of God’s glory in the
person of Messiah as do many ‘prophets’ today. From God's point of view, one is
just as important to His eternal plan as the other! A true prophet is a person who
delivers God’ s message (prophecy) under God'’ s authority and inspiration.

The Who Are the Jewish Prophets chart in the Handouts section shows forty-eight
men and seven women who fulfilled the prophetic role in the Hebrew Scriptures.
Not all prophets wrote separate books, but rather we find some of their messages
from God imbedded in other books that we have aready read and studied. Some
names on the list may not be familiar to your students, so encourage them to watch
for these as they read the next section of Scripture or suggest that they look the
names up in a concordance to find out where they appear in Scripture. It is aso
noteworthy that Jewish scholars acknowledged women who performed this
ministry!

Transition

This week’s reading included Ecclesiastes 7 through Isaiah 16. The focus of this
week’s lesson will be from the Isaiah section of the reading. You may want to
review your Tyndale Commentaries for any background information from
Ecclesiastes and Song of Songs which may come up during your classtime.

It will be important to offer your students some strong words of encouragement as
we enter this final section of the Old Testament. Many of the messages from the
prophets will be hard (including this week’s lesson) and some will be difficult to
understand, but all were given from the Lord for a purpose. Encourage them to
persevere!

ISAIAH is the first “‘major’ prophet. Explain to your students that the designation
between ‘major’ and ‘minor’ prophets is a reference to the length of the prophetic
book (Isaiah-66 chapters, Jeremiah-50 chapters, etc. verses Obadiah-1 chapter) and
not to the importance of the message proclaimed. In the Hebrew Scriptures the only
designation is ‘early’ and ‘later’ prophets with the ‘later’ prophets beginning at
Isaiah.

Isaiah was a member of the Judean aristocracy and his long career as a prophet
spanned eighty-six years according to the Tenach (Jewish Hebrew Scriptures-Stone

Chapter Chart
Ecclesiastes 7-12

7. Wisdom

8.  Obey the King/Death
9. Death/Wisdom & Folly
10. Proverbs

11. Cast Your Bread

12. Remember Your Creator/
Conclusion

Song of Songs 1-8
1. Bride & Solomon
Bride’s Admiration
Dream/Wedding Day
Solomon’s Love
Torment of Separation
Mutual Delight

Admiration by Groom

® N o g B~ o N

Lovers Speak

Isaiah 1-16
1. The Holy One Despised
2. Inthe Last Days

3. Yahweh Judges Judah &
Jerusalem

4. Yahweh Will Restore &
Cleanse Jerusalem

5. Yahweh's Vineyard

6. Isaiah’s Call and
Commission

7. God With US!

8. Assyrian Invasion

9. Messianic Prediction
10. Assyrian Punishment
11.  Millennial Restoration
12. Millennial Worship

13. Babylon Judged

14. Assyria, Philistia Judged
15-16. Moab Judged
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The Journey - July 18, 2004

Edition). Other sources show Isaiah prophesying from about 740 to 691 B.C.
Isaiah’s contemporary, Hosea, prophesied to the Northern Kingdom at the time
Isaiah prophesied to the Kingdom of Judah. Like the other prophets during thistime
period, Isaiah spoke primarily against idolatry, a sin which opened the door to other
moral and socia sins against the LORD. The holiness of the people and the sanctity
of the Temple service had been violated by disobedience to Yahweh's covenant.
God would use foreign kings to first discipline and then bless His children—with
the ultimate blessing coming from God Himself. Even though judgment was certain
because the people would not listen to Isaiah and repent, God in His mercy would
provide comfort and consolation through His chosen Servant who would be a
Redeemer, a Savior — none other than the Holy One of Israel Himself!

lesson From Isaiah

Word Study

The Hebrew word behind
vision comes form a word
that means to perceive
mentally, i. e. a dream,
revelation, oracle.

See the “Prophets
and Kings” chart
in the Handouts
section.
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Isaiah’s Historical Context

Begin your study by establishing the historical context for Isaiah’s ministry.

Ask someonetoread Isaiah 1:1

These visions concerning Judah and Jerusalem came to Isaiah
son of Amoz during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and
Hezekiah—all kings of Judah.

SOUTHERN KINGDOM - JUDAH
King Uzziah Jotham Ahaz Hezekiah
Years Reigned 799-747 T47-731 731-715 715-686
B.C B.C B.C B.C.
Length of 52 16 16 29
Reign
Age Ascended 16 25 20 25
Throne
How Reign Did whatwas | Did whatwas | Did notdo Did what
b d pleasing in the | pleasing inthe | whatwas was
Remembere LORD'’s sight. LORD's sight. | pleasing in pleasing in
2 Kgs 15:3 but did not the LORD’s | the LORD’s
destroy pagan | sight, fol- sight like
shrines. lowed kings | David.
2 Kgs 15:34 of Israel. 2 Kgs 18:3
2 Kgs 16:2-3







