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Biblical Truth

Christians should not be fools. They should lead lives of wisdom - wisdom that comes from
God. God isthe originator and source of true wisdom. It isin stark contrast to the wisdom of
the world which can only be considered foolishness. Godly wisdom is to be more valued than

all riches and believers should make it a priority worthy of pursuit.

Key Verses

"Fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge. Only fools despise wisdom and discipline.
(Proverbs 1:7)

Lesson Outline
(If your teaching time is short during your class period, focus on the underlined parts of this
outline to best accomplish the goals of the lesson.)

Introduction - P. 3
Transition - P. 3
Lesson from Proverbs
Proverbs 1:1-7 - Purpose and Goal of Proverbs- P. 4
Various verses - Value and Results of Wisdom and Folly - P. 4
Various verses - God and Wisdom - P. 7
Various verses - Actions of the Wise and the Fool - P. 8
e Variousverses - Discipline and Correction for the Wise and the Fool - P. 11
4. Application - P. 13
5. Handouts- P. 13

W e

Application

Sudents should learn from this lesson that wisdom from God is a commodity of great value,
mor e than any riches, and should thus be pursued diligently. They should be able to recognize
the contrast between wisdom and foolishness, and then be able examine their own lives to see

where they stand. From a Biblical perspective, are they wise or are they a fool? They should
then see that wisdom is available for those who ask and seek after it.
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Lesson 28 - Proverbs 14-31 - Ecclesiastes 1-6

Introduction

Look at the world around you. Many people would say that the world is filled with
fools, that we are in a drought for wisdom. This is undoubtedly true, but do we
really know what wisdom and folly look like? If we examined the Scriptures, what
would be discover? Would be look as wise as we thought we were, or would we
find ourselves looking rather foolish? The book of Proverbs is filled with "wise
sayings,” many of them dealing with the contrast between wisdom and folly. We
must learn from God what it means to be wise and then we must be wise in the
world around us. Wise heads are greatly needed in our world and if Christians are
unable to meet that need, the worldly aternative could very well bring disaster, in
one form or another, upon us all.

Transition

The book of Proverbs continues the Wisdom section of Scripture which began back
in the book of Job. It is considered “lower wisdom” because of it emphasis on
practical issues of everyday life. Indeed, many consider Proverbs to be one of the
most practical books in the Old Testament, containing around 900 practical precepts
for life.

The structure of the book of Proverbs is best divided according to author (see
Chapter Chart). The book does not contain any consistent grouping of sayings by
topic. Instead, one could amost say the mixed up arrangement of ideas is much like
lifeitself where we are faced with awide variety of different issues on adaily basis.
Ultimately, the goal of Proverbs is to teach us that all areas of life are in God's
control. Recognizing that fact (i.e. having a Biblical worldview), and fearing and
reverencing God because of it, is the beginning of wisdom - wisdom that can only
come from him and that will “keep” us during our days on this earth.

Our reading this past week included chapter 14-31 of Proverbs as well as the first 6
chapters of Ecclesiastes. Ecclesiastes will be covered in next week’s lesson. If time
allows, encourage your students to share insights from their reading this week. As
always, additiona background information can be found in your Tyndale
commentaries.

See “Megathemes in
Proverbs” on Page
177 of the Tyndale
Handbook of Bible

Charts & Maps

Chapter Chart
Proverbs

1-22:16 Proverbs of
Solomon

e Introduction (1:1-7)

e Parents’ View (1:8-
9:18)

e  General Proverbs (10-
22:16)

22:17-24:34 Words of the
Wise

25-29 Proverbs of Solomon
(later compilation)

30 Words of Agur

31 Words of Lemuel/
Excellent Wife

Ecclesiastes 1-6

1 Everything Is Meaning-
less

2-4 Futility of Work
5-6 Futility of Wealth
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The Journey - July 11, 2004

lesson From Prover bs

See the “Are You
Wise or Foolish? Do
You Practice
Wisdom or Folly?”
chart in the
Handouts section.

Word Study

The Hebrew word for
proverb is mashal. It refers
to a parable, proverbial
saying, aphorism, byword,
ethical maxim.
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Well be examining verses from the entire book of Proverbs this week, not just those
chapters which were part of this week's reading.

For this particular lesson, it is highly recommended that avisua aid of some kind be
used, whether it be a whiteboard, Powerpoint, handout, or a combination. A blank
sample handout is included in this lesson for your students to use in taking notes if
you elect to go that route. Much of this lesson will be an examination of the truths
concerning the wise/'wisdom and the fool/foolishness. The visua aid will be an
important tool to focus the attention of your students on the particular truths from
the lesson you choose to emphasize and will be especially helpful in reviewing the
material for application.

L et's begin out examination of the subjects of wisdom and foolishness by
examining the opening ver ses of Proverbs. These verseswill establish for
usthe purpose and goal of the book. Read Proverbs1:1-7.

These are the proverbs of Solomon, David's son, king of Israel.
*The purpose of these proverbs is to teach people wisdom and
discipline, and to help them understand wise sayings. *Through
these proverbs, people will receive instruction in discipline,
good conduct, and doing what is right, just, and fair. “These
proverbs will make the simpleminded clever. They will give
knowledge and purpose to young people.

°Let those who are wise listen to these proverbs and become
even wiser. And let those who understand receive guidance °by
exploring the depth of meaning in these proverbs, parables, wise
sayings, and riddles.

"Fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge. Only fools
despise wisdom and discipline.

What do you learn about the author ?

He is Solomon, David's son, king of Israel. As you know from your reading,
Solomon was not the only author of these proverbs, but was certainly the
main one.

What isit that Solomon iswriting?
Proverbs.

The Hebrew for proverb is mashal. It has a number of meanings including parable,
proverbial saying, aphorism, byword, ethical maxim. The noun is apparently taken
from the verb, also mashal, which means to rule, have dominion, reign. Apparently
the noun carries with it then the sense of superiority in mental action. Most often,
the Hebrew usage is similar to what we would think of in English when referring to
a proverb. It is a pithy saying which expresses some moral or ethical idea or
teaching, usually short and artistically constructed for the purpose of easy



Lesson 28 - Proverbs 14-31 - Ecclesiastes 1-6

remembrance.

Proverbs take on severa different literary forms, but the most common is the

couplet form. You might encourage your students to make note of these ways in

which the couplet is used throughout the book [Refer to Understanding Proverbs on

page 178 of the Tyndale.]:

e Contrasting, showing the differences or contrasts between two statements, often
using the word "but."

e Comparing, showing the similarities or comparisons between two statements,
often using the words "ag/so,” "better/than," and "like."

e Complementing, showing how the second statement completes or builds upon
the first, often using the word "and.”

What do you see in these verses about the purpose of the book of
Proverbs?

e toteach people wisdom and discipline (v.2)

e to help them understand wise sayings (v.2)

e to receive instruction in discipline, good conduct, and doing what is
right, just, and fair (v.3)

e to make the simpleminded clever (v.4)

e give knowledge and purpose to young people (v.4)

What benefit istherefor those who ar e already consider ed wise?

Let those who are wise listen to these proverbs and become even wiser. And
let those who understand receive guidance by exploring the depth of
meaning in these proverbs, parables, wise sayings, and riddles. (v.5,6)

Verse 7 supplies the basic theme for the book of Proverbs. What do you
learn?

o Fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge. Only fools despise
wisdom and discipline.

o Discuss the apparent relationship between the fear of the LORD and
knowledge, wisdom, and discipline. Also note that those who do not
fear the LORD are considered fools.

Much of the book of Proverbs is a study in contrasts: folly and wisdom, pride and
humility, laziness and initiative, poverty and wealth, life and death, etc. The rest of
our lesson today will be an examination of the contrasts between the wise and the
foolish. It will not be possible, or even necessary, to discuss every verse presented
in this lesson. Pick out representative verses from the lists which will most
effectively make the point for your particular class. Use your visua aid to briefly
record the basic truths found in these verses concerning wisdom and folly.

Value and Results of Wisdom and Folly

Is there any benefit to being wise? Is there a consequence to being
foolish? Let's examine several verses that address thisissue. Read from
thefollowing list.

See “Understanding
Proverbs” on Page
178 of the Tyndale
Handbook of Bible

Charts & Maps
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1:32-33 - *For they are simpletons who turn away from me
[Wisdom]--to death. They are fools, and their own complacency
will destroy them. **But all who listen to me will live in peace and
safety, unafraid of harm.

2:12 - 2Wisdom will save you from evil people, from those whose
speech is corrupt.

2:16 - Wisdom will save you from the immoral woman, from the
flattery of the adulterous woman.

3:13-18 - *Happy is the person who finds wisdom and gains un-
derstanding. For the profit of wisdom is better than silver, and
her wages are better than gold. *®*Wisdom is more precious than
rubies; nothing you desire can compare with her. *She offers
you life in her right hand, and riches and honor in her left. *’She
will guide you down delightful paths; all her ways are satisfying.
Bwisdom is a tree of life to those who embrace her; happy are
those who hold her tightly.

3:35 - ®The wise inherit honor, but fools are put to shame!

4:6-9 - ®Don't turn your back on wisdom, for she will protect you.
Love her, and she will guard you. ‘Getting wisdom is the most
important thing you can do! And whatever else you do, get good
judgment. BIf you prize wisdom, she will exalt you. Embrace her
and she will honor you. °She will place a lovely wreath on your
head; she will present you with a beautiful crown.

8:10-11 - °Choose my instruction rather than silver, and
knowledge over pure gold. 'For wisdom is far_more valuable
than rubies. Nothing you desire can be compared with it.

9:12 - *If you become wise, you will be the one to benefit. If you
scorn wisdom, you will be the one to suffer.

10:1 - *A wise child brings joy to a father; a foolish child brings
grief to a mother.

15:20 - “Sensible children bring joy to their father; foolish
children despise their mother.

17:21 - #t is painful to be the parent of a fool; there is no joy for
the father of arebel.

24:13-14 - My child, eat honey, for it is good, and the
honeycomb is sweet to the taste. “‘In the same way, wisdom is






