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Go d ’s King d o m  
Bibl ical Truth

 

God’s sovereignty, throne, and kingdom are eternal. As His servants, we should worship Him 
for Who He is and what He has done for us with joyful abandonment, utilizing all the forms of 

praise described in the Psalms.   

Key Verses

 

I will praise you, my God and King, and bless your name forever and ever. . . All of your works 
will thank you, LORD, and your faithful followers will bless you. They will talk together about 
the glory of your kingdom; they will celebrate examples of your power. . .For your kingdom is 
an everlasting kingdom. You rule generation after generation. The LORD is faithful in all he 

says; he is gracious in all he does. (Psalm 145:1, 10-11, 13)   

Lesson Outl ine

 

(If your teaching time is short during your class period, focus on the underlined parts of this 
outline to best accomplish the goals of the lesson.)   

1. Introduction - P. 3 
2. Transition - P. 3 
3. Lesson from Psalm 145 

Psalm 145:1-7 - The Great King - P. 4

 

Psalm 145:8-13 - The Glorious Kingdom - P. 6

 

Psalm 145:14-16 - The King’s Provision - P. 11 
Psalm 145:17-21 - The King’s Protection - P. 11 

4. Application - P. 12 
5. Handouts - P. 13 

Appl ication 

 

Students should learn that as servants in God’s kingdom they have a responsibility to worship 
and praise Him, not only because of who He is, but also because of what He has done for 
them. They also should consider how God’s will for their lives is related to the revelation,  

establishment, and maintenance of His kingdom both now and for eternity. 

July 4, 2004 

Lesson 27 -  



The Journey - July 4, 2004 

Page 2  



Lesson 27 - Psalms 135-150 & Proverbs 1-13 

Page 3  

In t ro duc t io n 

Do you remember the debate among Biblical scholars regarding the LORDSHIP of 
Jesus Christ during the late 1980s? One group said that accepting Jesus as your  
savior was meaningless unless you submitted to His Lordship as well. Another 
group said we are saved by grace through faith alone and to require a commitment 
or submission to Jesus’ Lordship was adding works to salvation.  Still others tried to 
help us understand that we’re saved by grace through faith alone, but for the  
purpose of living a life of obedience. Psalm 145 is going to teach us that instead of 
debating Jesus’ Lordship, we should be declaring it! Our recent lessons have  
focused on God’s sovereignty, God’s throne, and God’s Messiah. Today we will 
study God’s kingdom. Living in a democracy where everyone thinks they have the 
right to decide for themselves what is morally right or wrong makes it difficult for 
American Christians to understand the concept of worshiping and serving a  
monarch who has absolute authority. Hopefully all of these lessons have helped us 
consider God’s desires regarding the revelation, establishment, and maintenance of 
His kingdom on earth as it is in heaven. 

Tr an s it io n 

Jews and Christians both consider David the greatest king Israel ever had. He was 
the first king to unite Israel and Judah and the first to receive the promise of a royal 
messiah in his line. David was pictured as the ideal king of God's people. His life 
and reign was the standard by which all kings were judged as either good or bad. 
What made him so great? How did David want to be remembered? In 2 Samuel 23:1 
he tells us.   

These are the last words of David:   

“David, the son of Jesse, speaks— 

David, the man to whom God gave such wonderful success, 

David, the man anointed by the God of Jacob, 

David, the sweet psalmist of Israel. . .”

   

Among David’s many accomplishments, the one that impacts us most directly is his 
contribution to the book of Psalms. He wrote more than half of them as we learned 
in a previous lesson. Our reading has shown us that the book of Psalms is more than 
a collection of songs of praise. The Psalms also contain theological statements and 
they poetically represent human dialogue with God as indicated in David’s many 
cries for help. However, Psalm 145 shows us David’s submission to and praise for 
Yahweh’s kingdom.        
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Les s o n Fro m Psal m 145 

The Great King  

Ask someone to read Psalm 145:1 

I will praise you, my God and King, and bless your name forever 
and ever.  

David has referred to Yahweh as my God and King several times in the Psalms: 

Listen to my cry for help, my King and my God, for I will never 
pray to anyone but you.  (Psalm 5:2) 

You are my King and my God. You command victories for your 
people.  (Psalm 44:4)  

Your procession has come into view, O God – the procession of 
my God and King as he goes into the sanctuary.   (Psalm 68:24) 

Even the sparrow finds a home there, and the swallow builds her 
nest and raises her young – at a place near your altar, O LORD 
Almighty, my King and my God!  (Psalm 84:3)  

God is addressed as king, alluding to His government of men. He has dominion 
over all He has created. Dominion can refer to either political authority (see  
Numbers 24:19; Daniel. 7:6, 12, 14) or the realm in which such authority is  
exercised (see 1 Kings 4:24; 9:19). Though humans exercise dominion in the  
political sphere and over creation, ultimate dominion belongs to God alone.  
(Psalm. 72:8; Daniel 4:3, 34).  

Thomas used the same expression in John 20:28 when he saw Jesus after His  
resurrection: 

"My Lord and my God!" Thomas exclaimed.   

The Greek word behind Lord is kurios and means supreme in authority, i.e.  
controller. It comes from the Greek word kuros which means supremacy. Kurios is 
the Greek word used for Yahweh – God’s personal name – in the Septuagint, the 
Greek translation of the Hebrew Scriptures! So when the New Testament refers to 
Jesus as Lord it describes not only who He is, but also acknowledges that He is  
supreme in authority.    
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Having explained this to your students, ask someone to read Psalm 
145:1-7.  

1 I will praise

 
you, my God and King, and bless

 
your name  

forever and ever. 
2 I will bless you every day, and I will praise you forever. 
3 Great is the LORD! He is most worthy of praise!  His greatness 
is beyond discovery! 
4 Let each generation tell its children of your mighty acts. 
5 I will meditate on your majestic, glorious splendor and your 
wonderful miracles. 
6 Your awe-inspiring deeds will be on every tongue; I will  
proclaim your greatness. 
7 Everyone will share the story of your wonderful goodness; they 
will sing with joy of your righteousness. 

Direct your students to look at the I will statements. As they identify 
what David says he will do, list them on the white board. 

I will: 
praise you, (v. 1) 
bless your name forever, (v. 1) 
bless you every day, (v. 2) 
praise you forever, (v. 2) 
meditate on your majestic, glorious splendor, (v. 5) 
meditate on your wonderful miracles, (v. 5)  
proclaim your greatness, (v. 6)  

There are seven Hebrew words that describe different kinds of praise (see Seven 
Hebrew Words for Praise in the handouts section). Four are used in verses 1-7.  

Halal is the primary Hebrew root word for praise. Our word hallelujah comes from 
this base word. It means to be clear, to shine, to boast, show, to rave, celebrate, to 
be clamorously foolish! It is translated as praise in verses 2 and 3.  

Tehillah is derived from halal and means the singing of halals, to sing or to laud; 
perceived to involve music. It is translated as praise in the title of this Psalm.  

Shabach means to shout, to address in a loud tone, to command, to triumph. It is 
translated as tell in verse 4.  

Barak means to kneel down, to bless God as an act of adoration and is translated as 
bless in verses 1 and 2.  

The Hebrew word for proclaim in verse 6, not directly related to praise, is caphar.  
It means to score with a mark as a tally or record, i.e. to inscribe, and also to  
enumerate, to recount, i.e. celebrate.  
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The servant said in Psalm 119:164, “Seven times a day do I praise thee 
because of thy righteous judgments.” Do you praise God every day? How 
many times? Only once a week on Sunday in the worship service?   

Discuss. 

How much time do you spend meditating on the LORD’s splendor and 
miracles? Are you proclaiming God’s greatness to others? Why or why 
not? Do you really look forward to praising God for all eternity? 

Discuss.     

 

The Glorious Kingdom. 

Ask someone to read Psalm 145:8-13. 
8 The LORD is kind and merciful, slow to get angry, full of  
unfailing love. 

9 The LORD is good to everyone.  He showers compassion on all 
his creation. 

10 All of your works will thank you, LORD, and your faithful  
followers will bless you. 

11 They will talk together about the glory of your kingdom; they 
will celebrate examples of your power. 

12 They will tell about your mighty deeds and about the majesty 
and glory of your reign. 

13 For your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom. You rule  
generation after generation. The LORD is faithful in all he says; 
he is gracious in all he does.108 

What do you learn about the LORD’s kingdom from these verses? 
It is a glorious (significant) kingdom. (v. 11) 
It is a powerful kingdom. (v. 11) 
It is a majestic kingdom. (v. 12) 
It is an everlasting kingdom. (v. 13) 

How does the LORD rule over His kingdom? 
With kindness, mercy, patience, and unfailing love. (v. 8)  
With goodness and compassion. (v. 9) 
With mighty deeds. (v. 12) 

How should believers respond to these wonderful truths? 
We should thank the LORD. (v. 10) 
We should bless the LORD. (v. 10) 
We should talk about the LORD and His kingdom among ourselves. (v. 
11) 
We should celebrate the LORD’s power. (v. 11) 
We should tell others about the LORD’s mighty deeds and the majesty 
and glory of His reign. (v. 12) 
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What reason does David give in verse 13 for doing these things? What is 
our motivation? 

The LORD’s kingdom is an everlasting kingdom.  
The LORD’s rule is continuous [generation after generation].   
The LORD is faithful to His promises. 
The LORD is gracious in all He does.  

There are many references to the Kingdom of God in the New Testament. Jewish 
rabbis use Kingdom of Heaven interchangeably with Kingdom of God in order not 
to dishonor God or His name. Let’s look at some of these verses to see what else we 
can learn about God’s Kingdom.  

Ask someone to read the following verses to see where God’s kingdom is 
located: 

And I tell you this, that many Gentiles will come from all over the 
world and sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob at the feast 
in the Kingdom of Heaven. (Matthew 8:11) 

Then Jesus answered, "I am not an earthly king. If I were, my  
followers would have fought when I was arrested by the Jewish 
leaders. But my Kingdom is not of this world." (John 18:36) 

Yes, and the Lord will deliver me from every evil attack and will 
bring me safely to his heavenly Kingdom. To God be the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. (2 Timothy 4:18) 

How is God’s kingdom described in these verses? Where is it located? 
The Kingdom of heaven. (Matthew 8:11) 
Not of this world. (John 18:36) 
Heavenly kingdom. (2 Timothy 4:18) 

Ask someone to read the verses below to find out the duration of God’s 
kingdom? 

Then the King will say to those on the right, 'Come, you who are 
blessed by my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the world. (Matthew 25:34) 

And God will open wide the gates of heaven for you to enter into 
the eternal

 

Kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.           
(2 Peter 1:11) 

What do we learn about God’s Kingdom from these two verses? 
The kingdom was prepared before the foundation of the world. 
The kingdom is eternal.  

This shows us that God’s kingdom existed before any other kingdoms on earth and 
will continue to exist after all earthly kingdoms have come and gone.   
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What are the implications for us who serve in God’s eternal kingdom?  
Discuss.   

Who can enter the kingdom? Ask someone to read John 3:5-8 and 
James 2:5. 

5Jesus replied, "The truth is, no one can enter the Kingdom of 
God without being born of water and the Spirit. 6Humans can  
reproduce only human life, but the Holy Spirit gives new life from 
heaven. 7So don't be surprised at my statement that you must be 
born again. 8Just as you can hear the wind but can't tell where it 
comes from or where it is going, so you can't explain how people 
are born of the Spirit."  (John 3:5-8) 

Listen to me, dear brothers and sisters. Hasn't God chosen the 
poor in this world to be rich in faith? Aren't they the ones who 
will inherit the Kingdom he promised to those who love him? 
(James 2:5) 

What is true of those who enter God’s kingdom? 
They will be born again of the Spirit. 
They will be rich in faith.. 
They will love the LORD. 

Who can not enter the kingdom of God? Ask someone to read 1  
Corinthians 6:9-11. 

9Don't you know that those who do wrong will have no share in 
the Kingdom of God? Don't fool yourselves. Those who indulge 
in sexual sin, who are idol worshipers, adulterers, male  
prostitutes, homosexuals, 10thieves, greedy people, drunkards, 
abusers, and swindlers – none of these will have a share in the 
Kingdom of God. 11There was a time when some of you were just 
like that, but now your sins have been washed away, and you 
have been set apart for God. You have been made right with God 
because of what the Lord Jesus Christ and the Spirit of our God 
have done for you.   

Paul contrasts a person’s life before and after they are born again. What 
does this mean for us? Can we continue to live the same way as a habit 
of life? Or are believers supposed to be different? 

Discuss. 

Ask someone to read Galatians 5:19-21.  

19When you follow the desires of your sinful nature, your lives 
will produce these evil results: sexual immorality, impure 
thoughts, eagerness for lustful pleasure, 20idolatry, participation 
in demonic activities, hostility, quarreling, jealousy, outbursts of 
anger, selfish ambition, divisions, the feeling that everyone is 
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wrong except those in your own little group, 21envy,  
drunkenness, wild parties, and other kinds of sin. Let me tell you 
again, as I have before, that anyone living that sort of life will not 
inherit the Kingdom of God.   

What is Paul’s warning in these verses? 
That to inherit the Kingdom of God, we must live like children of the King! 

Discuss some of the things Paul mentions above that might be a  
challenge to Christians today. 

Ask someone to read Ephesians 5:5. 

You can be sure that no immoral, impure, or greedy person will 
inherit the Kingdom of Christ and of God.  For a greedy person is 
really an idolater who worships the things of this world.  

What particular sin does Paul mention in this verse that could taint a 
Christian’s testimony? What does he compare geed to? 

Greed. 
Idolatry. 

What should believers do when they find any of these things in their 
life? What verse teaches us that we can do this? 

Confess their sin and ask for forgiveness. 
1 John 1:8-9. 

8 If we say we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves and  
re-fusing to accept the truth. 9 But if we confess our sins to him, 
he is faithful and just to forgive us and to cleanse us from every 
wrong. 

What must we do to enter the kingdom of God? Ask someone to read the 
verses below to find out. 

"God blesses those who realize their need for him, for the  
Kingdom of Heaven is given to them. (Matthew 5:3) 

From then on, Jesus began to preach, "Turn from your sins and 
turn to God, because the Kingdom of Heaven is near." (Matthew 
4:17) 

"At last the time has come!" he announced. "The Kingdom of 
God is near! Turn from your sins and believe this Good 
News!" (Mark 1:15) 




