The
JOURNEY
Trrouhhe Bille in 2 Year

God’s Sovereignty

Biblical Truth

God sits on the throne of the universe. He created everything, including the human race, and

Heisin control of everything that happensin the world. Those who belong to Him can trust
Him to protect them, provide for their needs, and sustain themin every circumstance of life.

Key Verses
Let everyonein the world fear the LORD, and |et everyone stand in awe of him. . .From His
throne He observes all who live on the earth. (Psalm 33:8, 14)

Lesson Outline
(If your teaching time is short during your class period, focus on the underlined parts of this
outline to best accomplish the goals of the lesson, but use cross-references sparingly)

. Introduction - p.3

. Transition - Introduction to the Book of Psalms - P. 3

Lesson from Psalms - P. 4

e Psalm 33:1-5—The LORD Reignsin Unfailing Love-P. 4
e Psalm 33:6-12—The LORD Reigns Over Creation - P. 6

e Psalm 33:13-17—The LORD Reigns Over the Nations- P. 9
e Psalm 33:18-22—The LORD Reigns Over the Godly - P. 10
Application/Conclusion - P. 12

Handouts - P. 13

Application

Psalm 33 includes these applications from the truths that are taught in this lesson:

e Singwith joy to the LORD

e Praisethe LORD with melodies
e Fear the LORD

e Sand in awe of the LORD

Lesson 24 - Psalm 31-66
June 13, 2004
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Introduction

Lesson 24 - Psalm 31-66

This week we begin afour part study on one of the best known books of the Bible,
or at least one of the most quoted. | say that because for as long as | can remember
I've seen Psam 23 somewhere on funeral programs for both believers and
non-believers, as well as wall decorations of al sorts. Psaim 119:105 probably
comes in second as one of the most used verses for wall decorations - especially
with the current lighthouse craze. However, by the end of this study segment,
hopefully we will have claimed many other chapters and verses in Psalms as
favorites. We will discover that as the Torah (Genesis - Deuteronomy) showed us
al of God's emations - happy to sad, angry to glad, and every emation in between -
the Psalms will show that the servant or the nation that belongs to God can express
the same all-encompassing height, width, depth, and breadth of emotion back to the
LORD. From singing and praising to crying out in agony, from our highest joys to
our deepest sorrows, we can express to the LORD every emotion. Your students
should learn that there is nothing they can say, do, think, express, or feel that will
shock our LORD because He's seen and heard it all before, as the book of Psalms so
plainly reveals! Asthe Torah reveas and defines God's relationship to man, Psalms
reveals and defines man's relationship to God - both at his best and at his worst.

Transition

You will want to spend a few minutes introducing your students to Psalms by
reviewing the excellent chart on page 612 in The Daily Wak Bible. Use the
following points to help focus the discussion:

e Psamsissub-divided into five books in the Hebrew Scriptures.

e Each book closes with adoxology. Notice LORD in each one.

Book 1 - Bless the LORD, the God of Israel, who lives
forever from eternal ages past. Amen and amen! Psalm
41:13

Book 2 - Blessed be the LORD God, the God of Israel,
who alone does wondrous things. Bless his glorious
name forever! Let the whole earth be filled with his
glory. Amen and amen! This ends the prayers of David
son of Jesse. Psalm 72:18-20

Book 3 - Blessed be the LORD forever! Amen and amen!
Psalm 89:52

Book 4 - Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, from
everlasting to everlasting! Psalm 106:48

Book 5 - Let everything that lives sing praises to the
LORD! Praise the LORD! Psalm 150:6
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Chapter Chart
Psalms 31-66

Commitment to God
Confession & Forgiveness
God's Sovereignty

Praise for God's Deliverance
Prayer for Help

God's Goodness

Evildoers vs. Upright Men
Prayer When in Pain

Hope

Song of Deliverance

Sick Man's Prayer

Thirsting for God

Prayer for Deliverance
Prayer for Protection

Royal Wedding Song

God - Our Refuge & Strength
God Is King

Zion, God's City

Trusting Riches Is Foolish
God Is Judge

Prayer for Spiritual Cleansing
God's Judgment & Grace
God Despises Fools

Prayer for Relief

Call on God for Salvation
Prayer of Trust

Plea for God's Help

Prayer for God's Judgment
on the Wicked

Prayer for Deliverance
Prayer for Help

Confidence in God's
Protection

Depend on God

Yearn for God

Prayer for Protection
Thanking God for Nature

Praise & Thanksgiving
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e Psalms has severa authors (This may be an Ahal for some).

David is connected with 73 Psalms

Solomon is connected with Psalms 72 and 127

Sons of Korah (Levites) are connected to Psalms 42, 44-49, 84-87
Asaph (Levite) is connected with Psalms 50, 73-82

Heman (Ezrahite) with Psalm 88

Ethan (Ezrahite) with Psalm 89

Anonymous - 49 Psalms

e The Psams were written over many centuries for both individual and
corporate worship.

This information provides a solid context for our study over the next few weeks.
One other point you might want to make is that while both Jewish and Christian
scholars have tried to categorize the Psalms in various ways (laments, praise,
thanksgiving, royal, messianic, didactic/wisdom, etc.) no clear-cut identification is
really possible. While there may be some similarities in form, content, and pattern
among various Psalms, variations do occur and each Psalm is unique in both content

and message!

lesson From Psal ms

Word Study

Love is sometimes
translated loving-kindness
or mercy.

Faithfulness can also be
translated as truth.

Word Study

Godly comes from the
Hebrew word tsaddiyq and
can also be translated
righteous.
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| bow before your holy Temple as | worship. | will give thanks to
your name for your unfailing love and faithfulness, because your
promises are backed by all the honor of your name. (Psalm
138:2)

The NIV trandates Psalm 138:2 thisway:

| will bow down toward your holy temple and will praise your
name for your love and your faithfulness, for you have exalted
above all things your name and your word.

The word love is sometimes translated loving-kindness or mercy. Faithfulness is
also trandated as truth. God's mercy is revealed in His covenant name, Yahweh
(LORD), and His truth is revedled in His Word. Is it any wonder that God has
exalted above al things His name and His word? If you have ever wondered what
God's priorities are, now you know! Let's study it together in Psalm 33.

THE LORD REIGNS IN UNFAILING LOVE

Ask someoneto read Psalm 33:1-5

! Let the godly sing with joy to the LORD, for it is fitting to praise
him.

2Praise the LORD with melodies on the lyre; make music for him
on the ten-stringed harp.



% Sing new songs of praise to him; play skillfully on the harp and
sing with joy.

*For the word of the LORD holds true, and everything he does is
worthy of our trust.

® He loves whatever is just and good, and his unfailing love fills
the earth.

In verse 1, who isdoing what to whom? Why?

The godly sing with joy to the LORD.
Itisfitting to praise Him.

How arethe godly instructed to praisethe LORD?

With melodies on the lyre, (v. 2).

Make music on the 10-stringed harp, (v. 2).
Sng new songs of praise, (v. 3).

Play skillfully on the harp, (v.3).

Sing with joy (v. 3).

Maybe you do not play an instrument, but what about congregational
singing? Do you sing during the wor ship service or just stand there and
listen? If you do sing, how do you do it? With joy, reverence, apathy,
boredom? How should you doit?

Discuss.

Why should we sing with joy accor ding to ver se 4?

The word of the LORD holdstrue.
Everything He does is worthy of our trust.

What doesverse5 say the LORD loves? What fillsthe earth?

Whatever isjust and good.
His unfailing love.

We should always sing with joy! Even though the circumstances of our life may not
always be happy, once the LORD makes us righteous (see Romans 5:17-19) the
condition of our soul has been 'set straight' with Him and we can joyously express
praise for His unfailing love toward us.

Keeping in mind what ver ses 1-5 teach us about the LORD, do you think
the ungodly would or could praise the LORD in the ways described?
Why or Why not? What kind of song is being sung?

Discuss.
A new song.

Have you ever wondered if you could really trust God? Have
circumstances ever caused you to doubt whether God’s unfailing love
really fills the earth? Do you really believe his Word holds true? Does
your praiseto him reflect what you know of God?

Discuss.

Lesson 24 - Psalm 31-66

Word Study

Just comes from the Hebrew
word tsedagah and is
sometimes translated as
righteousness. Itis the same
root word as the one for the
‘godly’ in verse 1!

Good comes from the
Hebrew word mishpat and is
also translated judgment.

Unfailing love comes from a
Hebrew word checed and is
sometimes translated as
loving-kindness or mercy.
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THE LORD REIGNS OVER CREATION

Verses 1-5 appear to be a call to worship for the godly only - those who have
experienced Y ahweh's mercy. What about the ungodly? How should they relate to
the LORD?

Ask someonetoread Psalm 33:6-12.

®The LORD merely spoke, and the heavens were created. He
breathed the word, and all the stars were born.

"He gave the sea its boundaries and locked the oceans in vast
reservoirs.

8Let everyone in the world fear the LORD, and let everyone stand
in awe of him.

°For when he spoke, the world began! It appeared at his
command.

“The LORD shatters the plans of the nations and thwarts all their
schemes.

“But the LORD’s plans stand firm forever; his intentions can
never be shaken.

2\What joy for the nation whose God is the LORD, whose people
he has chosen for his own.

What do verses 6, 7 and 9 say the LORD did?

He created the heavens.

He gave birth to the stars.

He set limits for the sea and the oceans.
He commanded the world to begin.

How did Hedo it?

By His Word, His breath.

Let's look at a few verses that will help us understand what prompted the psalmist
to say these things.

Ask someonetoread Hebrews 11:3.

By faith we understand that the entire universe was formed at
God’s command, that what we now see did not come from
anything that can be seen.

What do we know about the psalmist who wrote this Psalm?
He had faith.



Where does faith comefrom? Ask someoneto read Ephesians 2:8.

God saved you by his special favor when you believed. And you
can’t take credit for this; it is a gift from God.

So wher e does faith come from?
It isa gift from God!

Now ask someonetoread 2 Peter 3:5.

They deliberately forget that God made the heavens by the word
of his command, and he brought the earth up from the water and
surrounded it with water.

What truth is the Psalmist establishing about the LORD? Who is He?
What Scriptures cometo mind that we have already read thisyear?
e Yahweh is God - the Creator revealed in Genesis 1.

e Hisword is powerful.
e \What He says happens.

What is the significance of this truth for everyone in the world? What
else did God create besides the heavens and the earth according to
Genesis 1:26-277?

He created man in his own image.

How doesverse 8 relateto thesereferencesto the LORD as creator ?

Everyone in the world can and should fear the LORD as their Creator and
should stand in awe of Him because of His power, whether they
acknowledge Him as their LORD in covenant or not.

Verses 10-11 tell uswhy. What doesthe LORD do?

He shatter s the plans of the nations.
He thwarts all their schemes.
but
His plans stand firm forever.
His intentions can never be shaken.

What isimplied in verse 10, though not explicitly stated?

Failure and judgment awaits a nation that doesn't acknowledge God as its
Creator and worship Himas LORD.

What conclusion doesthe Psalmist cometoin verse 127?

There is joy for the nation whose God is Yahweh, whose people He has
chosen for His own.

Lesson 24 - Psalm 31-66

Page 7






