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The Nine-fold Purpose of the LAW 
From The Spirit of the Law by Ron Moseley  

1

 
To teach the believer how to 
worship, serve, and please God. 

The law of the LORD is perfect, restoring the soul; The testimony of the 
LORD is sure, making wise the simple.  The precepts of the LORD are 
right, rejoicing the heart; The commandment of the LORD is pure, 
enlightening the eyes.   Psalm 19:7-8 

2

 
To instruct the believer how to treat 
his fellow man and have a healthy 
relationship with him. 

'You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the sons of 
your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself; I am the LORD.   
Leviticus 19:18, Galatians 5:14 

3

 
To teach believers to be happy and 
prosper here on earth by 
manifesting the power and authority 
of God’s reign in their lives. 

This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall 
meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according 
to all that is written in it; for then you will make your way prosperous, and 
then you will have success.  Joshua 1:8 

4

 
The Law was not given to save, but 
to measure man’s deeds both toward 
God and his fellow man.  The Law 
straightens out all matters contrary 
to sound doctrine. 

But we know that the Law is good, if one uses it lawfully, realizing 
the fact that law is not made for a righteous person, but for those 
who are lawless and rebellious, for the ungodly and sinners, for 
the unholy and profane, for those who kill their fathers or mothers, 
for murderers and immoral men and homosexuals and kidnappers 
and liars and perjurers, and whatever else is contrary to sound 
teaching.  1 Timothy 1:8-10.  

5

 
The Law is a schoolmaster showing 
that we are guilty and then leading 
us to Christ, our Messianic 
justification. 

Is the Law then contrary to the promises of God? May it never be! For if a 
law had been given which was able to impart life, then righteousness 
would indeed have been based on law.  But the Scripture has shut up 
everyone under sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be 
given to those who believe.  But before faith came, we were kept in 
custody under the law, being shut up to the faith, which was later to be 
revealed.  Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, so 
that we may be justified by faith.  Galatians 3:21-24 

6

 

The Law gives us both the 
knowledge of and depth of our sin. 

What shall we say then? Is the Law sin? May it never be! On the contrary, 
I would not have come to know sin except through the Law; for I would 
not have known about coveting if the Law had not said, "YOU SHALL NOT 
COVET." But sin, taking opportunity through the commandment, 
produced in me coveting of every kind; for apart from the Law sin is dead.  
Romans 7:7-8 

7

 

The Law reveals the holy, just, and 
good nature of God and serves as 
the visible standard of God’s will. 

So then, the Law is holy, and the commandment is holy and righteous and 
good.  Romans 2:17-18 
But if you bear the name "Jew" and rely upon the Law and boast in God, 
and know His will and approve the things that are essential, being 
instructed out of the Law.  Romans 7:12 

8

 

The Law is to be established or 
accomplished by our faith.  
Therefore, it is called the Law of 
faith. 

Where then is boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? Of works? 
No, but by a law of faith.  For we maintain that a man is justified by faith 
apart from works of the Law. Or is God the God of Jews only? Is He not 
the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also, since indeed God who will 
justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through faith is 
one.  Do we then nullify the Law through faith? May it never be! On the 
contrary, we establish the Law.  Romans 3:27-31 
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The same Law today is written on 
our hearts, and through God’s Spirit 
we can delight in and obey the Law 
of God. 

"But this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel 
after those days," declares the LORD, " I will put My law within 
them and on their heart I will write it; and I will be their God, and 
they shall be My people. Jeremiah 31:33, Hebrews 9:10  

"Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within 
you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give 
you a heart of flesh. "I will put My Spirit within you and cause you 
to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to observe My 
ordinances.  Ezekiel 36:26-27 

 




